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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 

Dear Gourders, 
We hope that you will join us for the Kentucky Gourd Society’s fifteenth 
show.  Wow!!  Though we’ve grown and developed, we are still devoted to 
spreading the gourd word!   
 

(1) Our theme this year is “Gourds For All Seasons”. 
 

(2) We have added a lot of information to help you with your entries; 
see the DEFINITIONS AND EXAMPLES at the beginning of the 
crafted gourds section.  There are additional notes above many of 
the entry classes.  Much of the information comes from the new 
Judging Handbook developed by the American Gourd Society.  We 
hope that this information helps both you (in creating your entries) 
and the judges (in awarding you ribbons).    

 

(3) We’ve added lots of new entry classes this year!!  There are so 
many that they are too numerous to mention here.  They are all 
marked “new” above the entry class in the booklet so you can easily 
find them.  Here are some highlights:   

 

 In addition to those “only” entry classes (like woodburned only), 
we’ve added corresponding classes with additional crafting 
techniques.  Now you can woodburn a gourd and quit there, or 
you can keep going by adding some additional techniques – 
maybe you want to add a woven rim, do some carving, or add 
some clay.  Same goes for pen and ink, carved, and colored 
gourds.    

 The number of entry classes for musical instruments has been 
expanded from one to four (AA/AP45 – AA/AP48).  Some classes 
that were previously combined now have their own classes.  

 We’ve added some brand new entry classes, too.   
 For those of you who feel a compulsion to make multiple entries 

for the same entry class, we have added an Overflow (AA70/ 
AP70).  Overflow is for display only and will not be judged.  You 
may enter one piece in this class.  But with all the entry classes, 
we offer, and the early listing of entry classes, you will be able to 
make lots of different entries!!   

 

Be sure to read thru the booklet.  It’s packed with information to help make 
the process of creating those masterpieces and successfully entering 
them in the show easy!  Check the web site at www.kygourdsociety.com  
for more information on the show and workshops.  See you in May!!  

 

Janet Barnett,    
KGS President 

http://www.kygourdsociety.com/
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KENTUCKY GOURD SOCIETY CONTACTS 
Kentucky Gourd Society Officers 

Janet Barnett President kgs@elkcreek.net (502) 477-8543 

Becky Gray Secretary jandbgray@scrtc.com (270) 786-2782 

Marilyn Sweazy Treasurer  (502) 477-2967 

Jan Banta-Briseño Membership jangourds@bellsouth.net (502) 762-1795 

Mina McLean Director mandm2@mis.net (859) 498-8010 

Mary Lou Payton Director arttoad49@aol.com (502) 875-3096 

CeCe Thomas Director clancycece@aol.com (270) 298-3093 
 

2009 Show Chairs 

Betsy Young Entries & Vendors mbetsy@bellsouth.net (502) 239-7784 

Doug Durso Workshops d69urso@aol.com (502) 233-1091 

Fredrick Merida Race Car Derby fredrickmerida@hotmail.com (270) 345-2713 

Angela Moreno Judging angelamo@msn.com (502) 875-4378 

Mary Lou Payton Gourd General Store arttoad49@aol.com (502) 875-3096 

CeCe Thomas Inside Vendors clancycece@aol.com (270) 298-3093 

Bonnie Drake Outside Vendors bonnie@wbrtradio.com (502) 252-5050 

Tracy Pace Volunteers/Gourd $$ kgs@elkcreek.net (502) 477-2159 

Lois Platt Advertising dlaplatt@aol.com (502) 422-1302 

Pablo Briseño Exhibit setup   (502) 762-1795 

Marilyn Sweazy Meals & Hospitality  (502) 477-2967 

Becky Gray Raffles/Silent Auction jandbgray@scrtc.com (270) 786-2782 

Carol Bishop Show Chair gourdlady@insightbb.com (502) 254-5201 
 

 

2009 SHOW CALENDAR 
Please note that all times for Gourd Show events are Eastern Daylight Savings Time  

 

Friday, May 15 
   9am & 1pm 
 
   6pm – 9pm 
 
 
   6pm – 8pm 

 
KY Gourd Show Workshops 
 
Entry Registration  
   Volunteers Needed   
Vendor Booth Setup 
Hospitality room (Donations 
Appreciated) 

 
First Baptist Church 
   115 W. Main St.    
Spencer County  
  Elementary School  
    Hwy 44 West of  
    downtown Taylorsville 

Saturday, May 16 
   7am – 8:00am 
 
   8:00am – 8:30am  
   8:30am – 10am 
   9am and 1pm 
   9am – 5pm 
    (exhibits at 10am) 
   5:30pm 
 

 
Entry Registration & Vendor 
    Booth Setup 
Judges & Clerks Meeting 
Judging of Show Entries 
KGS Workshops  
Gourd Show Open to Public 
   Vendors 9am, Exhibits 10am 
Awards Banquet 
(Reservations, please) 

 
Spencer County  
  Elementary School 
   1265 Mt. Washington Rd.  
   Hwy 44 West of  
   downtown Taylorsville 
 
 
Spencer County Middle 
School (next door to show) 

Sunday, May 17 
   7:30am – 9:30am 
 
 
   9am and 1pm 
   10am – 4pm 
   4pm – 6pm 

 
Country Ham Breakfast, 

Gourd Dollar Auction 
   Reservations, please 
KGS Workshops 
Gourd Show Open to Public 
Show Teardown –  
   Volunteers Needed 

 
Spencer County Middle 
School (next door to show) 
 
Spencer County    
  Elementary School  
   Hwy 44 West of  
   downtown Taylorsville 

mailto:jandbgray@scrtc.com
mailto:jangourds@bellsouth.net
mailto:mandm2@mis.net
mailto:jandbgray@scrtc.com
mailto:jennysart@msn.com
mailto:jandbgray@scrtc.com
mailto:arttoad49@aol.com
mailto:jandbgray@scrtc.com
mailto:gourdlady@insightbb.com
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COMPETITION INFORMATION & RULES 
 

1. This year’s theme is Gourds For All Seasons. 

2. Exhibitors must be members of a Gourd Society to have entries 
in the show. 

3. Only one entry per class per person will be allowed. 
4. Entries must be exhibitor’s own work, unless otherwise noted.  Entry 

classes AA68 and AP68 are for collaborative pieces. 
5. No entries will be allowed for pieces that have been entered in a 

previous Kentucky Gourd Show judged competition.  
6. Entry Forms are located in the middle of the show booklet.  Please fill 

out both sides and mail, with any fees, to Betsy Young, 8521 Penn. 
Run Rd., Louisville, KY 40228.  If the Young Artists Division entries 
are confusing, contact Carol Bishop, gourdlady@insightbb.com, 
(502)254-5201, for help. 

7. Entry tags will be provided.  Tags can be mailed in advance for $2.50 
for 25 tags or less, $3.50 for 26 – 50 tags, $4.50 for 51 - 75 tags and 
$5.50 for more than 75 tags.  All entries must be pre-registered by 
April 25, 2009, to allow time for entry tags to be mailed to you before 
the show.  No tags will be mailed after that date. 

8. Entries will be accepted on Friday evening, between 6:00 p.m. and 
9:00 p.m., Eastern Daylight Savings Time.  Entries may be accepted 
on Saturday morning, between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. EDST by 
prior arrangement with the registration chair only.   No entries 
will be accepted after 8:00 a.m. EDST on Saturday.  We appreciate 
Friday entries; they allow us to set up entries to display your work to 
its best advantage.   

9. Exhibitor packets, including show admission badges and entry tags 
not mailed in advance, may be picked up in the Library/Media Center 
on Friday evening between 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. EDST and 
Saturday morning between 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. EDST.   

10. After judging, tags for entries receiving ribbons will be unfolded so that 
the exhibitor’s name is shown.  A 3x5 card with details of techniques 
and products used on the entry may be attached to the entry tag string 
and placed with the entry before the judging.  No business cards are 
allowed on entries until judging is completed, but they may be placed 
with exhibits after judging is finished.   

11. All entries must remain in place until 4:00 p.m. EDST on Sunday.  
Early removal of items will disqualify you from entering 
competition the following year.  

12. All entries improperly placed will be disqualified.  See Entering Your 
Gourd and Winning a Ribbon on pages 27-28.  Assistance in entry 
placement is available at check-in.  Bring your gourds to the 
Registration area in the Media Center, see one of the volunteers who 

mailto:gourdlady@insightbb.com
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will help you to make sure they are in the right entry class, and leave 
them there.  We will put them in the display area for you.   

13. Judging will begin at 8:30 a.m. EDST on Saturday.  The exhibit area 

will be closed during judging.  Judges' decisions are final. 
14. Ribbons will be given to the top five (5) entries in each class, at the 

judges’ discretion.  Fewer ribbons may be awarded than the number of 
entries available in each class if the entries do not meet requirements 
for the class.  If there is only one entry in a class, it does not 
guarantee a blue ribbon.  Be sure to read How to Clean a Gourd for 
Competition on page 26 since improperly cleaned gourds are a major 
reason for disqualification. 

15. At the time of judging, stick-on ribbons will be attached to Entry Tags.  
They may be exchanged for regular ribbons when entries are picked 
up at the end of the show.  Bring the entry tag, with stick-on ribbon 
attached, to the attendant for exchange when picking up entries on 
Sunday after 4:00 p.m. EDST. 

16. Special judges’ awards will be presented at the Saturday night dinner 
for: 

 Best Dried Gourd Entry 

 Best crafted gourd in:  School/Youth Organization, Primary, 
Junior, Youth, Teen, Adult Amateur and Adult Professional  

 Best Floral entry 

 Best Artist’s Challenge entry 
17. A Best of Show Award will be made by the KGS Executive Board. 
18. An award will be given for Most Blue Ribbons based on the largest 

number of blue ribbons received by one person.  
19. A $50 cash prize will be awarded for the largest Lagenaria in 

circumference.  
20. A $50 cash prize will be given for the first place Gourd Artist’s 

Display entry. 
21. The Jim Story Memorial Award, a $25 cash prize will be given for 

the first place Hand-trained Long-handle Dipper Gourd entry. 
22. A $25 cash prize and one year free membership in the Kentucky 

Gourd Society will be given to the person who has the most entries.   
23. A one-year free membership in the Kentucky Gourd Society will be 

given to the person with the second most entries. 
24. A $10 cash prize will be given for the best Visual Gourd Tutorial.  
25. The Kentucky Gourd Society, Inc. will not be responsible for 

damage to or theft of items. 

Gourd Show Trivia 
 

In 2008, there were 498 entries, and 
70% of people won ribbons for their entries. 
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VENDOR RULES & INFORMATION 
 

1. Each vendor must enter at least five (5) entry classes. 
2. Vendors must have proof of membership in a gourd society in order 

to enter competition and/or sell their products.  KGS membership 
applications will be available at the show for non-gourd society 
entrants. 

3. Eighty (80) percent of goods offered for sale by dried and crafted 
gourd vendors must be gourds.  Twenty (20) percent may be other 
related materials. 

4. Gourds sold inside must be cleaned. 
5. Twenty-eight (28) booth spaces are available inside on a first come 

basis (based on receipt of your paid, completed registration). 
6. Outside vendors will be limited to twelve (12) on a first come basis 

(based on receipt of your paid, completed registration). 
7. A Hospitality Room will be available on Friday night from 6:00 p.m. 

EDST until 8:00 p.m. EDST.  Donations are appreciated. 
8. Vendors can pick up packets, including show admission badges and 

entry tags not mailed in advance, and set up booths on Friday night 
between 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Savings Time.   

 Let us know if you need help getting your entries to the exhibit 
area.  If you have pre-registered and have entry tags attached to 
your entries, we will be happy to handle them for you. 

 Inside vendor packets may be picked up in the Library/Media 
Center. 

 Outside vendor packets may be picked up outside, from Bonnie 
Drake. 

9. Vendors must be set up by 8:00 a.m. EDST Saturday, and stay until 
the show closes at 4:00 p.m. EDST on Sunday.  Vendors who leave 
before 4:00 p.m. EDST Sunday will not be allowed to participate 
in the next year’s show. 

10. Vendor fees will be charged according to the following table.  For 
completed applications received by April 25, there will be a $5 
discount.  To assure delivery, they should be postmarked by April 
18.  Only completed entry forms (including competition entries and 
fees) will be eligible for the early registration discount. 

 
 

Location Size 
With 5 

entries * 

Received 
by April 25, 

2009 

Received 
after April 
25, 2009 

KGS Provides  

Outside 10’ x 24’ yes $40 $45 
2 show passes, no 
tables or chairs 

Inside 10’ x 12’ yes $40 $45 
2 show passes, no 
tables or chairs 

Inside 10’ x 12’ yes $45 $50 
2 show passes, 1 
table, 2 chairs  

Inside 10’ x 12’ no * $65 $70 
2 show passes, 1 
table, 2 chairs  
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11. * People selling food, gourd crafting supplies, tools, seed and books 

only may be a vendor without five (5) entries, for an additional $20 
per booth.  All crafted and dried gourd vendors must have five (5) 
entries.    

12. Additional tables are available (inside only) for $10 each. 
13. Additional show passes are available for $4 each. 
14. Vendors wanting both inside and outside booths or multiple spaces 

inside or outside will be charged for each booth.   
15. Payment deadline is April 25, 2009. Payment and completed 

applications received after that date will not be eligible for the 
$5 discount, but they are still due before the show.  

16. Vendor fees are non-refundable. 
17. After judging has been completed, you may place your business card 

or a 3x5 card telling what products were used in creating your entry 
and where to obtain them on/next to your entry.  Any entries sold as 
a result must remain on display until 4:00 pm on Sunday.  Early 
removal will disqualify you from participation in next year’s show.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 

     We Love Our Vendors    
 

Please visit their booths, make a purchase and 
thank them for coming and supporting our show!! 

 

 

Encourage Young Gourd Artists 
 

Be a sponsor for a school or youth group entry in the 
competition!  You - and the kids - will have a great time 
and you may discover the next great gourd artist! 
 
Contact a local school or group and volunteer to do a 
demo or teach a gourd class for the group.  Egg gourds 
are available from the Kentucky Gourd Society.   
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

We need your help to make our show a success.  If you can spend 
some time in one of the following areas, please contact Tracy Pace at 
kgs@elkcreek.net or at (502) 477-2159.  You will have an opportunity 
to meet some great people and make a personal contribution to the 
Kentucky Gourd Society.  In addition, you will earn five “gourd dollars” 
an hour!  You can spend them bidding at the auction following the 
Sunday morning breakfast.  If you sign up to volunteer for a 3-hour 
shift before April 25, we will send you a free pass to get into the show, 
too!! 
 
We need help on Friday evening with checking in gourd show 
entries, setting up the exhibit area, handing out vendor packets and 
registering exhibitors and entries.   
 
On Saturday and Sunday, we need to man the Kentucky Gourd 
Society table, the Gourd General Store, the Membership table, the 
Workshop registration table, the Information Desk and the Exhibit 
Area.  This is a great chance to have some fun and meet a lot of nice 
people.  We also need someone to handle our PA announcements 
during the day.  And of course, on Sunday, we will need help with 
taking down the show.   

 
 

WORKSHOPS 
 

Check our website at www.kygourdsociety.com for our workshop 
schedules and color photos of workshop projects.  There will be 
some new instructors and new techniques in the workshop 
offerings.  Send your registration to Doug Durso at 205 
Tanglewood Dr., Frankfort, KY 40601, (502) 223-1091. 

 
 

GOURD CAR DERBY 
 
In addition to our traditional workshops, Fred Merida will do a Gourd 
Car workshop.  Saturday morning from 9:00 – noon, kids and adults of 
all ages will build a race car using a race car platform and gourds.  
After a lunch break, they will paint them. 
 
At 3:00 Saturday afternoon, there will be a Gourd Car Derby on a real 
race track for the completed cars.  Prizes will be awarded for the best-
looking and fastest cars.  There is no age limit for participants.  Cost 
for the workshop is $20 to cover supplies and prizes.  Bring a glue gun 
if you have one.  

mailto:kgs@elkcreek.net
http://www.kygourdsociety.com/
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KENTUCKY GOURD ART SHOW 
SPECIAL AWARDS 

 
 

Special Dried Gourd Awards 

Cash prizes are awarded in two dried gourd classes.   
 

D03 
Hand trained long handle dipper (tied in knots, tied with 
ropes, handle wrapped around pipe, etc.).  $25 Jim Story 
Memorial Award. 

D11 Largest lagenaria in circumference.  $50 first place prize. 

 

Visual Gourd Tutorial Award 

A $10.00 cash prize is awarded for the best Visual Tutorial. 
 

AA67 AP67 

Visual gourd tutorial showing step-by-step process – 
can be directions for a project, a crafting technique, 
cleaning, etc.  Must be illustrated or have samples 
at various stages of completion.  Exhibitor must 
furnish everything.  $10 Cash award for first place. 

 

Special Artist’s Display Award 

A $50.00 cash prize is awarded for the best Gourd Artist’s Display.   
 

AP71 

Gourd Artist’s Display.  Pieces of artist’s work consisting of 
multiple techniques; set in a display fitting on a 60” diameter 
round table, on a table cover or cloth.  Judged on originality, 
uniqueness, workmanship and presentation of the items.  
$50 prize for first place. 
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KENTUCKY GOURD ART SHOW 
SCHOOL AND YOUTH ORGANIZATION DIVISION 

 

PARTICIPANTS UP TO 18 YEARS OF AGE 

Category I - Crafted Gourds 
 

JUDGING POINTS: 
50% uniqueness and creativity 
50% workmanship 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 
A. Entries in this class are made by groups, not individuals. 
B. Only one entry per class for each person in the group is allowed.  

Each entry must have the person’s name, age, and the class 
being entered attached to it. 

C. Each school or organization participating in the competition will 
be required to provide a list of members’ names, ages & classes 
entered, and an 8½” x 11” placard with the group name for 
display with the entries. 

D. All work must be done by an individual in the group. 
E. Entries in this class must be done using egg gourds.  A limited 

supply of gourds will be available from the Kentucky Gourd 
Society for entries in the current year’s show.  Contact Janet 
Barnett for availability. 

F. Stems are not mandatory, but must be cleaned if present. 
G. Use of artificial material is allowed; gourds must predominate. 
H. All open gourds need to be cleaned and finished for show 

quality. 
I. Please call Carol Bishop at (502) 254-5201 for entry details. 

 

AWARDS: 
A. All entrants will receive Participation Ribbons. 
B. Within each school or organization’s entry, competition ribbons 

will be awarded to the top five individuals in each entry class the 
school or organization enters. 

 
 

CLASSES: 

SY01 Egg gourd decorated for any holiday. 

SY02 
Creature or Critter sculpture using egg gourd.  May use 
other gourds, gourd parts and materials. 

SY03 I did it my way using egg gourds.  Anything goes! 



 

 

11 

KENTUCKY GOURD ART SHOW 

YOUNG ARTISTS DIVISION 
 

PRIMARY (PC) = 7 YEARS OF AGE AND UNDER 
JUNIOR (JC) = 8 TO 12 YEARS OF AGE 
YOUTH (YC) = 13 to 15 YEARS OF AGE 
TEEN (TC) = 16 to 18 YEARS OF AGE 

Category I - Crafted Gourds 
 

JUDGING POINTS: 
10% originality 
30% uniqueness of item 
10% quality of gourd, adaptability and suitability to subject 
50% workmanship 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 
A. All work must be done by exhibitor; all entries receive a 

Participant Ribbon. 
B. Use of artificial and organic materials allowed, but gourds must 

predominate. 
C. Only one entry per person per category is allowed. 
D. All open gourds need to be cleaned and finished for show 

quality.  Stems are not mandatory, but must be cleaned if 
present. 

E. Exhibitor’s age must be on entry form and entry tags. 
 

CLASSES: 

PC/JC/YC/TC  01 
Zoological – animals, birds, reptiles, and 
insects – may use other materials, gourds must 
predominate. 

PC/JC/YC/TC  02 Gourd mask, wearable or hanging for display. 

PC/JC/YC/TC  03 
Birdhouse, three or more holes for drainage, 
opening size and height of entrance above 
floor per Audubon specifications, see page 32. 

      JC/YC/TC 04 
Woodburned gourd, whole, cut or covered, 
clear finish optional. 

PC/JC/YC/TC  05 Whole or cut gourd with clay embellishment. 

PC/JC/YC/TC  06 
Gourd bowl or container, any technique or 
combination of techniques. 

PC/JC/YC/TC  07 
Whole gourd, decorated, any technique or 
combination of techniques. 

PC/JC/YC/TC  08 Gourd toy, any type. 

PC/JC/YC/TC  09 
I did it my way–if your creative thinking piece 
doesn’t fit anywhere else, it goes here.  
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KENTUCKY GOURD ART SHOW 
OPEN DIVISION 

 
PARTICIPANTS OF ANY AGE 

Category I - Dried Gourds 

 
JUDGING POINTS: 

50% cultural perfection, quality, cleanliness and maturity. 
50% trueness to type (variety). 

 
REQUIREMENTS: 

A. Gourds must have been grown by exhibitor. 
B. Gourds must be mature and true to type. 
C. Gourds must have stems, unless otherwise noted. 
D. Stems must be washed, with skin and dirt removed from 

crevices. 
E. Gourds must be dried and clean of outer skin.  See the How 

to Clean a Gourd for Competition section in the Appendix. 
F. Blossom end must be washed, with skin and dirt removed. 
G. Gourds must be unfinished, no wax, stain, etc., unless 

otherwise specified in the class description. 
H. Only one entry per person per category is allowed. 
I. Gourds should be uncut unless otherwise specified. 
 
An uncut gourd is one with the shell intact – not pierced or 
otherwise cut. 
 

CLASSES: 
 

Lagenaria (Hard-shell Gourds) 
Lagenaria are hard-shelled gourds; they have white blooms. 

 

D01 
Long handle dipper gourd – longest, straightest handle 
(less than 4” curve in handle). 

D02 
Long-handle dipper gourd – longest curly handle dipper, 
measured from blossom end, around each curve, to the 
tip. 

D03 
Hand trained long handle dipper (tied in knots, tied with 
ropes, handle wrapped around pipe, etc.).  $25 Jim 
Story Memorial Award. 

D04 
One hand-trained lagenaria, other than long-handled 
dipper (tied with ropes, grown in molds, boxes, etc.). 

D05 Smallest dipper (uncut). 

D06 
One odd or freak, natural growth lagenaria (two or more 
if inseparable). 

D07 Maranka gourd with most uniform, deepest ridges 
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D08 
Three different varieties of large lagenaria (15” or over 
in length or circumference). 

D09 
Three different varieties of medium lagenaria (10” to 15” 
in length or circumference). 

D10 
Three different varieties of small lagenaria (under 10” in 
length or circumference). 

D11 
Largest lagenaria in circumference.  $50 first place 
prize. 

D12 Smallest lagenaria in overall size.  

D13 Three Chinese bottle gourds, uniform in size and shape. 

D14 
Three cannonball gourds, uniform in size and shape, 
stems optional. 

D15 Three canteen gourds, uniform in size and shape. 

D16 
Three lagenaria, same variety, uniform in size and 
shape. 

D17 
Three bottle or birdhouse gourds, uniform in size and 
shape (uncut).  

D18 
Three short handle dipper gourds, uniform in size and 
shape, 15” or less in length, uncut. 

D19 
One lagenaria, any variety, with hole for seed removal 
allowed. 

D20 Cut dried gourd with thickest shell. 

 

 
Cucurbits (Ornamental Gourds) - stems are optional for all 
Cucurbits 

Cucurbits are ornamentals; they have yellow blooms. 
 

D21 Five cucurbits, assorted in size and shape. 

D22 Three egg gourds, uniform in size and shape. 

D23 Three warted gourds, uniform in size and shape. 

D24 Three pear gourds, uniform in size and shape. 

D25 
Three orange (or round) gourds, uniform in size and 
shape. 

D26 
One odd or freak, natural growth cucurbit (two or more if 
inseparable). 

D27 
One cucurbit, any variety, with hole for seed removal 
allowed. 
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Miscellaneous Dried Gourd Classes 
Birdhouse: A gourd prepared so it would reasonably serve as a 
home for wild birds. It has an appropriate size hole, drainage 
holes, and a method of hanging/attaching to a support (such as a 
tree or post). 

 

D28 
Gourd with the longest stem, from gourd to first vine joint, 
gourd and stem must be cleaned. 

D29 Best green-cleaned dried gourd. 

D30 
Undecorated gourd bowl, containing a variety of cucurbits 
(ornamentals). 

D31 
Largest number of whole small gourds in a wide-mouth quart 
Mason jar, with the lid and ring screwed on all the way. 

D32 
Dried gourd display of past year; must be cleaned and have 
a natural finish; clear sealer allowed.  Any size, any type 
gourds, displayed in any manner. 

D33 

Birdhouse, functional, made to hang, undecorated, only 
stain and clear finish allowed; three or more holes for 
drainage, opening size / location and gourd size per 
Audubon specifications, see page 32.  

D34 
Gourd birdfeeder, undecorated, stain and clear finish 
allowed; functional, must hang or be self-supporting 

D35 
Gourd dipper, undecorated, no finishes, cut to use as a 
dipper. 
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KENTUCKY GOURD ART SHOW  
ADULT DIVISION 

 

ADULT = OVER 18 YEARS OF AGE 

Category I - Crafted Gourds 
 

Amateur Artist (AA) has not sold work or taught classes for money. 
Professional Artist (AP) has sold work or taught classes for money. 

 
JUDGING POINTS: 

10% originality 
30% uniqueness of item 
10% quality of gourd, adaptability and suitability to subject 
50% workmanship 

 
REQUIREMENTS: 

 

1. Gourds may be purchased for crafting. 
2. Gourds must predominate in all entries.  A gourd or gourd 

pieces must be obvious as all or the major part of the entry. 
3. Only one entry per person per entry class is allowed. 
4. All work must be done by exhibitor, except as noted. 
5. Items entered in a previous Kentucky Gourd Society show 

may not be entered.  Items entered in other gourd shows 
may be entered. 

6. All open gourds need to be cleaned to remove surface dirt 
and membrane, and finished, inside and out, for show 
quality.  Stems are not mandatory, but must be cleaned if left 
on gourd. See “How to Clean a Gourd for Competition” in 
Appendix for additional information. 

7. See “Entering Your Gourd and Winning a Ribbon” in 
Appendix for additional information. 

8. Artists who have neither sold work nor taught classes for 
money should enter Adult Amateur classes (beginning with 
AA).  Artists who have either sold work or taught classes 
for money must enter Adult Professional classes (beginning 
with AP). 
 

 
DEFINITIONS & EXAMPLES: 

 

 Translucent and clear protective finishes are allowed on all 
entries.  Translucent finishes may be colored, but must be 
sheer enough to see the natural characteristics and markings 
of the gourd through them.  Examples: colored shoe polish, 
dye. 
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 Natural materials are allowed (and encouraged!!) on all 
entries.  Examples: linen or cotton cords, pine needles, animal 
or plant parts, and flowers.  They may be dyed. 

 Man-made materials are allowed on all entries unless 
otherwise specified.  Examples: many paints and dyes, glass 
or plastic beads, and wires. 

 Artificial sinew is allowed on all entries.  It is a waxed nylon 
imitation of natural sinew (animal tendon), used as a 
binding/beading material. 

 Whole gourd: An uncut gourd, whose shell is still intact. 
 Cut gourd: Any gourd whose surface has been cut, partially or 

completely, with a tool such as a knife, saw, hot woodburning 
pen, awl, or other implement.  The gourd does not have to be 
cut into two pieces, just cut completely through the shell.  
Examples: bowls, vases, covered containers and baskets. 

 Gourd bowl: A gourd with the top portion cut off.  The general 
appearance is a container that is intended to sit still. 

 Covered container: A cut gourd with a cover.  The cover may 
be attached with a hinge or similar means, or removable; 
made from a gourd piece or other material.  Examples: bowls 
and vessels with a lid, jewelry and music boxes. 

 Gourd basket: A gourd with the top cut off and a carrying 
handle attached, or cut so part of the gourd remains to act as a 
handle.  The general appearance is a container with a handle 

for carrying items.  
 The inside surface of cut gourds and covered containers may 

be painted, stained, decoupaged or otherwise finished. 
 Embellishment: Any decorative item, natural or artificial, 

attached to a gourd for the purpose of improving the 
appearance of the work.  Examples: beads, charms, bear 
claws. 

 
CLASSES: 

 

Woodburned 

Woodburning: Marking the surface of a gourd by the use of heat, ordinarily 
using a woodburner system.  Other possibilities include heated metal tools 
or torches. 

 

AA01 AP01 
Whole gourd, woodburned only; translucent and 
clear protective finishes allowed.  

AA02 AP02 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, woodburned only; 
translucent and clear protective finishes allowed. 

AA03 AP03 
Whole gourd, woodburned; with additional 
technique(s) and/or embellishment(s). 

AA04 AP04 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, woodburned; with 
additional technique(s) and/or embellishment(s). 
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Pen and Ink  

Pen and Ink: The application of lines and shaded areas to form a 
drawing on a gourd using a pen and ink.  Common pens include 
refillable pens (such as Rapidograph, etc.), and pre-filled pens. 

 

AA05 AP05 
Whole gourd, pen and ink only; colored ink, 
translucent and clear protective finishes allowed. 

AA06 AP06 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, pen and ink only; 
colored ink, translucent and clear protective finishes 
allowed. 

AA07 AP07 
Whole gourd, pen and ink; colored ink allowed, with 
additional technique(s) and/or embellishment(s). 

AA08 AP08 

Cut gourd, with or without cover, pen and ink; 
colored ink allowed, with additional technique(s) 
and/or embellishment(s). 

 
 

Carved, Chip-carved, Chiseled, Gouged  

Carving: Any result of removal of a portion of the shell of a gourd exposing 
the undersurface. Knives, rotary tools, gouges, or any other tools may be 
used for this general result. 

Chipping: A type of carving performed with gouging tools to “chip” out a 
small piece of a gourd at a time. 

 

AA09 AP09 
Whole gourd, carved, chiseled, chip-carved or 
gouged only; stain, translucent and clear protective 
finishes allowed. 

AA10 AP10 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, carved, chiseled, 
chip-carved or gouged only; stain, translucent and 
clear protective finishes allowed. 

AA11 AP11 

Whole gourd, carved, chiseled, chip-carved or 
gouged; with additional technique(s) and/or 
embellishment(s). 

AA12 AP12 

Cut gourd, with or without cover, carved, chiseled, 
chip-carved or gouged; with additional technique(s) 
and/or embellishment(s). 

 
 

Colored – Painted, Stained or Dyed   

Colored gourd: A gourd whose color has been changed with dye, 
paint, crayon, pencil, marker, or other commonly accepted coloring 
media. 

 

AA13 AP13 
Whole gourd, colored only; translucent and clear 
protective finishes allowed. 

AA14 AP14 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, colored only; 
translucent and clear protective finishes allowed. 

AA15 AP15 
Whole gourd, colored; with additional technique(s) 
and/or embellishment(s). 
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AA16 AP16 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, colored; with 
additional technique(s) and/or embellishment(s). 

AA17 AP17 
Whole, uncut, painted gourd, Kentucky resident 
only. 

 

 

Basketry, Weaving 

Gourd vessel: A cut gourd bowl, vase, or other container (not 
including baskets); with or without lid/cover.  May sit still or hang. 

Gourd bowl: A gourd with the top portion cut off. The general 
appearance is a container that is intended to sit still. 

Gourd basket: A gourd basket is a gourd either with the top cut off 
and a carrying handle attached, or cut so part of the gourd remains 
to act as a handle.  The general appearance is a container with a 
handle for carrying items.   

Weaving materials may be dyed.  Artificial sinew is allowed. 

A lid or cover is optional on vessels and baskets. 
 

AA18 AP18 

Gourd vessel with organic or man-made weaving 
materials (reed, pine needles, vines, cane, natural 
raffia, etc.); additional technique(s) and/or 
embellishment(s) allowed. 

AA19 AP19 

Gourd basket with organic or man-made weaving 
materials (reed, pine needles, vines, cane, natural 
raffia, etc.); additional technique(s) and/or 
embellishment(s) allowed. 

 

 

Beading, Mosaic, Inlay 

Beading:  Use of beads to apply design and patterns to a gourd.  
May or may not cover entire gourd. 

Mosaic: Execution of a design on a gourd by setting small tiles into 
an adhesive medium, using small gourd pieces or other material. 
Inlay:  The application of a secondary material into a carved 
section of a gourd. 

Huichol-Style Bowl: The bowl is made from a gourd lined with 
small beads pressed into beeswax.  

 

AA20 AP20 
Gourd bowl with inlaid beadwork, Huichol-style; 
clear protective finish allowed. 

AA21 AP21 

Gourd, whole, cut, or covered container, beaded; 
additional technique(s) and/or embellishment(s) 
optional. 

AA22 AP22 

Gourd, whole, cut, or covered container, mosaic; 
additional technique(s) and/or embellishment(s) 
optional. 
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AA23 AP23 
Gourd, whole, cut, or covered container, with inlay; 
additional technique(s) and/or embellishment(s) 
optional. 

 

 

Wire, Solder 
 

AA24 AP24 
Wire on gourd or gourd pieces; additional 
technique(s) and/or embellishment(s) optional. 

AA25 AP25 
Gourd or gourd piece(s) using solder techniques; 
additional technique(s) and/or embellishment(s) 
optional. 

 

 

Special Shaped Gourds 
 

AA26 AP26 
Handled dipper, cut or uncut, any length, any 
technique or combination of techniques. 

AA27 AP27 
Miniature gourd, finished length 2” or less, any 
technique or combination of techniques.  

 

 

Techniques Not Specified Elsewhere (Foil, Papier-mâché, 
Molded, Decoupage, etc.) 

Single technique or combination of techniques other than those 
specified in entry classes AA01-AA27 and AP01-AP27.   
 

AA28 AP28 
Whole gourd, any single technique not specified 
elsewhere; translucent and clear protective finishes 
allowed. 

AA29 AP29 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, any single 
technique not specified elsewhere; translucent and 
clear protective finishes allowed. 

AA30 AP30 
Whole gourd, any combination of techniques not 
specified elsewhere. 

AA31 AP31 
Cut gourd, with or without cover, any combination of 
techniques not specified elsewhere. 

 

 

Jewelry  
 

AA32 AP32 
A single jewelry article, cut out; any technique or 
combination of techniques.  A set of earrings counts 
as one article. 

AA33 AP33 
A single jewelry article, whole gourd; any technique 
or combination of techniques.  A set of earrings 
counts as one article. 

AA34 AP34 
Jewelry set, 2 or more articles: earrings, broach, 
necklace, hairpiece, bracelet, etc.; any technique or 
combination of techniques. 
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Lighted Gourds, Including Holiday Gourds 
 

AA35 AP35 
Gourd lamp with shade; use of artificial shade, 
organic, electrical, and man-made materials 
allowed.  Low-wattage bulbs recommended. 

AA36 AP36 
Luminary, electrical or battery, no candles for safety 
reasons; light must be inside gourd. 

AA37 AP37 
Other lighted gourds, not lamps or luminaries, 
electrical material allowed. 

 
 

Gourd Sculpture 
 

AA38 AP38 
Gourd sculpture, abstract or realistic, two or more 
gourds must be used. 

AA39 AP39 
Zoological realistic figure – animals, birds, reptiles, 
and insects – may use organic and man-made 
materials; gourds must predominate. 

AA40 AP40 
Zoological fantasy figure – animals, birds, reptiles, 
insects – may use organic and man-made materials; 
gourds must predominate. 

AA41 AP41 
Teapot, pitcher or tea set, any technique or 
combination of techniques. 

AA42 AP42 
Whole or cut gourd with sculptural clay 
embellishment. 

 
For the Birds 

Items in this class are decorative rather than functional, and are 
not required to meet Audubon Society guidelines for judging.  (If 
you do intend to use them for birds, please follow the guidelines.) 

 

AA43 AP43 
Birdhouse, made to hang, decorated (painted, 
stained, carved, chip-carved, woodburned, etc.); 
only organic embellishments allowed.  

AA44 AP44 
Gourd birdfeeder, decorated, must hang or be self-
supporting. 

 
Musical Instruments 

 

AA45 AP45 
Musical instrument, percussion, – such as drum, 
tambourine, or balaphone. 

AA46 AP46 
Musical instrument, stringed – such as guitar, fiddle, 
banjo. 

AA47 AP47 
Musical instrument, wind – such as flute, ocarina, or 
didgeridoo. 

AA48 AP48 
Musical instrument, shakers – such as rattle, 
rainstick or shakeree. 
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Native American / Southwestern Inspired 
Gourd vessel: A cut gourd bowl, vase, or other container (not 
including baskets); with or without lid/cover.  May sit still or hang. 

 

AA49 AP49 
Native American or Southwestern-style crafted 
gourd vessel. 

AA50 AP50 
Other Native American or Southwestern-style 
crafted gourd (rattle, drum, mask, etc.). 

 

 
Wearable, other than Jewelry 

 

AA51 AP51 Gourd hat. 

AA52 AP52 Gourd purse. 

AA53 AP53 Gourd mask, any medium, must be wearable. 
 

 
Dolls 

 

AA54 AP54 
Dressed gourd head doll, body can be made of 
other materials. 

AA55 AP55 
Gourd doll, body made of gourds, limbs and head 
may be gourds or other material; clothes optional. 

 

 
Holiday, Excluding Lighted Gourds 

 

AA56 AP56 
Whole gourd figure, Santa only; single gourd, figure 
covers entire gourd. 

AA57 AP57 
Whole gourd figure, snowman only; single gourd, 
figure covers entire gourd; man-made items may be 
used. 

AA58 AP58 
Christmas holiday crafted gourd, man-made items 
may be used. 

AA59 AP59 
Whole gourd Christmas ornament, man-made items 
may be used. 

AA60 AP60 
Cut out gourd Christmas ornament, man-made 
items may be used. 

AA61 AP61 

Christmas tree, unlighted, may be artificial, 3 ft. tall 
or less, decorated with gourds, gourd pieces, gourd 
seeds, vines, or any other gourd parts.  All work 
must be done by the exhibitor.   

AA62 AP62 
Easter holiday crafted gourd, manmade items may 
be used. 

AA63 AP63 
Halloween holiday crafted gourd, manmade items 
may be used. 
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Miscellaneous 
 

AA64 AP64 
Mixed media subject, must be gourd theme, photo 
or visual art, wearable or home decor. 

AA65 AP65 Story telling gourd, multiple scenes. 

AA66 AP66 
Diorama in a cut gourd; man-made materials 
allowed. 

AA67 AP67 

Visual gourd tutorial showing step-by-step process – 
can be directions for a project, a crafting technique, 
cleaning, etc.  Must be illustrated or have samples 
at various stages of completion.  Exhibitor must 
furnish everything.  $10 Cash award for first place. 

AA68 AP68 
Collaborative gourd piece.  Work done by more than 
one person.  Any technique or combination of 
techniques.  Anything goes! 

AA69 AP69 
I did it my way (if it doesn’t fit anywhere else, it goes 
here), artificial materials allowed, gourds must 
predominate. 

AA70 AP70 

Overflow – If you have a second entry which would 
have gone in one of the other classes, you may 
place it here.  This class is for display only and 
will not be judged.   

 

 

Gourd Artist’s Display 
 

 AP71 

Gourd Artist’s Display.  Pieces of artist’s work 
consisting of multiple techniques; set in a display 
fitting on a 60” diameter round table; on a table 
cover or cloth.  Judged on originality, uniqueness, 
workmanship and presentation of the items.  Entry 
tag must be displayed on table.  $50 prize for first 
place. 
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KENTUCKY GOURD ART SHOW 
ADULT DIVISION 

 

ADULT = OVER 18 YEARS OF AGE 
 

Category II - Floral Design 
 

JUDGING POINTS: 
40% gourd use 
25% design 
25% creativity 
10% conformance to class 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 
1. Gourds must predominate. 
2. No artificial flowers, fruit or foliage permitted (unless 

specified). 
3. Liners allowed. 
4. Stems are not mandatory, but must be cleaned if left on 

gourd. 
 

CLASSES: 
 

AF01 
Arrangement using organic dried plant material in an 
undecorated gourd container. 

AF02 
Arrangement in a decorated gourd container using fresh 
green plant material. 

AF03 Undecorated gourd container with live plant(s). 

AF04 Decorated gourd container with live plants(s). 

AF05 Decorated gourd container with silk flowers. 

AF06 
Three flowers, with stems, made of gourds; no foliage or 
fillers. 

AF07 Centerpiece, gourds must predominate; anything goes! 

AF08 
I did it my way (if it doesn’t fit anywhere else, it goes here), 
artificial materials allowed, gourds must predominate. 
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KENTUCKY GOURD ART SHOW  
ADULT DIVISION  

 
ADULT = OVER 18 YEARS OF AGE 

 

Category III – Gourds for All Seasons 

 
JUDGING POINTS: 

50% originality 
50% workmanship 

 
REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Gourds may be purchased for crafting. 
2. All work must be done by exhibitor. 
3. Any materials are allowed, but gourds must predominate. 
4. Only one entry per person per class is allowed. 
5. All open gourds must be cleaned inside and out, and 

finished for show quality.  Stems are not mandatory, but 
must be cleaned if present. 

6. At least five different shapes (or techniques for entry class 
AC03) listed in the class must be present and easily 
recognizable somewhere in your entry.  Individual shapes (or 
techniques) may be repeated.   

7. Different shapes may be executed in different media on the 
same piece of work or attached to it. 

8. Any technique or combination of techniques may be used – 
cut out, pieced, painted, stained, woodburned, beaded, 
carved, pen & ink – anything goes!   

9. Any type of gourd piece may be entered – whole gourd, 
vessel, hat, mask, jewelry, doll, basketry, sculpture, 
birdhouse, wall-hanging, anything goes! 

 
CLASSES: 
 

AC01 

 

Summer at the Beach:  Any gourd, any techniques, must 
contain at least five of the following shapes featured in the 
Summer 2008 KGS newsletter – Octopus, seashell, fish, 
turtle, seahorse, porpoise, eel, jellyfish, coral, crab.   

AC02 

 

Fall Harvest.  Any gourd, any techniques, must contain at 
least five of the following shapes featured in the Fall 2008 
KGS newsletter – basket, cornucopia, apple, pawpaw, pear, 
eggplant, pepper, carrot, corn.   
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AC03 

 

Winter Cabin Fever:  Any gourd, any techniques, must 
contain at least five of the following crafting techniques 
featured in the Winter 2009 KGS newsletter – woodburning, 
coloring (paint/stain/dye), beading, weaving, pen and ink, 
clay, carving/gouging, inlay, mosaic. 
 

AC04 

 

Spring Flowers:  Any gourd, any techniques, must contain 
at least five of the following shapes featured in the Spring 
2009 KGS newsletter – flower basket, tulip, lilac, 
violet/pansy, rose, iris, lily, sunflower, morning glory.    
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APPENDIX 

How To Clean A Gourd For Competition 
 

Disappointed because your dried or crafted gourd did not win a ribbon?  
Could a dirty stem be the reason?   
 

If you have never judged a dried or crafted gourd class maybe you 
don’t realize that the stem is judged as well as the body of the gourd.  
The judge first checks to make certain that the gourd meets the Class 
Requirements.  Class Requirements for a dried gourd class require the 
stem to be clean.  In the crafted classes, how well the gourd is 
prepared before the artwork is applied is essential.  Although it may not 
be specified in writing, gourds with dirty stems are not considered 
quality work; they may not be considered for a ribbon, regardless of 
how many gourds are in the class.  They are automatically eliminated. 
 

To clean a show gourd you will need a plastic or copper pot scrubber 
(stainless steel scrubbers tend to have very sharp edges and can 
leave scratches), a small smooth bladed knife, (kitchen paring knife), a 
wet towel, and a tooth brush.  Dish detergent is optional since some 
will leave a residue on the gourd.  Whether you clean your gourds 
indoors or out of doors, hot water tends to loosen the gourd skin more 
quickly.  Put the gourd in the hot water, covering it with a towel that has 
been soaked in the hot water and let it soak for about 15 minutes.  
Gently scrub the gourd with the scrubber.  If the skin on the gourd is 
very tight and does not come off easily, soak the gourd again and try 
scrubbing again.  If stubborn skin will not come off, use the small knife 
to scrape off any resistant skin.  
 

To clean the stem, use the tooth brush.  Beginning at the base of the 
stem, gently scrub the stem toward the clipped end.  If the stem is 
stained, mix a mild bleach solution and turn the gourd upside down 
and dip the stem into the bleach until the stains disappear, then rinse 
thoroughly.  Use the small knife to scrape away any small fragments of 
skin that might be left around the base of the stem.  Be sure to turn the 
gourd upside down and check the blossom end and use both 
toothbrush and knife, if necessary, to clean thoroughly.  Rinse the 
gourd well and set out to dry.  Set the gourd in a shaded area since the 
heat from the sun can cause drying too fast and can crack the shell.  
Recheck for any dirt or skin you may have missed, and touch up as 
needed. 
 

Please remember that gourds must be well seasoned for crafting.  
Some people believe that using bleach on the gourd will kill mold or 
mildew.  It will, but it is damaging to your hands and can dry the gourd 
skin excessively.  Generally, if there is much mold on the gourd, it may 
not be thoroughly dried on the inside even though seeds rattle.  
Gourds dried in the field may not be completely dry inside and it is wise 
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to allow the gourd to “cure” or dry for a full season before using them 
for crafting.  The thorough drying causes the skin to dry and loosen 
and eliminates the need for bleach since mold feeds on moisture. 
 

We have covered the cleaning of the outside of a gourd but what do 
you do when you make a bowl or vase or covered container? Judges 
take into consideration how clean the inside of gourd is when the lid 
has been removed. If you take time to embellish the outside of a gourd 
make sure you clean the inside.  This will keep down gourd dust and 
also the tobacco beetle. There are many tools on the market to clean 
out the inside of a gourd.  You can also use “tools” you have on hand - 
a large tablespoon or an old ice cream scoop works well.  After you 
have removed the seeds and most of the membrane, you can take 
sandpaper to buff out more of the "guts" and give a better smoother 
finish. (Drywall screen works very well).  Once that is done you can 
spray the interior with acrylic finish and this will improve the 
appearance and also catch the eye of the judges. 
 
 

Entering Your Gourd And Winning A Ribbon 
 

Now that your gourd is cleaned, what’s next?  By now, a general idea 
will have suggested itself based on the gourd you’ve chosen.  If you 
plan to enter it into show competition, review this booklet to find an 
appropriate competition entry class for what you want to do.   
 
Competition classes are organized first under Divisions, based on your 
age.  Under the Divisions, there are Categories, based on broad 
groupings like Dried or Crafted, which are listed in the Table of 
Contents.  Within each Category are the competition classes you can 
enter.  Each class contains specific information about crafting 
techniques which can be used, any requirements for the type of gourd 
to be used, specific themes, etc.  If you can’t find an entry class that 
suits what the gourd is telling you to do with it, you can enter one piece 
in the “I Did It My Way” class which appears in each category.  You 
may enter only one gourd in each competition class, so don’t make all 
your entries alike!    
 
Please note:  If your entry is in the wrong class, it will be disqualified.  
People will be available on Friday evening to help you verify that you 
are entering your work in the right class, but the ultimate responsibility 
is yours.  Please review the entire booklet carefully to make sure that 
your gourd is entered in the right class before you fill out and submit 
your entry form. 
 
Once you have settled on the entry class, read the JUDGING POINTS 
and REQUIREMENTS for the Category for that entry class.  Also 
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review the DEFINITIONS & EXAMPLES.  This will tell you the basic 
criteria which will be used in judging your gourd.  If you fail to meet 
them, your gourd may be disqualified from winning a ribbon.   
 
Gourds may be entered in the show between 6:00PM and 9:00PM on 
Friday night.  If you had your entry tags mailed to you in advance, 
please have them attached to your gourds.  Exhibitor packets will be 
available in the registration area.  They will contain your exhibitor pass 
for admission to the show and entry tags you didn’t have mailed.   
 
If you ended up bringing different entries than you registered for, just 
let the people at the check-in desk know that.  They will take the 
incorrect tags and issue you new ones with the correct information on 
them.  We don’t want your entry to be disqualified because it doesn’t 
have the proper tag!  
 
After you pick up your packet, proceed to the drop-off tables.  There 
will be people there to assist you in making sure that your entry fits the 
class you want to enter.  If it doesn’t, they will try to help you find 
another class in which to enter it.  Please remember that you can only 
make one entry in each class.  If you were to enter two pieces in the 
same class, both would be disqualified.  The people will not help you 
decide which one of several potential entries you brought for the same 
class has the best chance of winning a ribbon.  That is your decision.   
 
After verifying the entry classes for your pieces, you will leave them in 
the check-in room and they will be transported to the competition area 
for you.  They must remain on display there until 4:00 PM on Sunday.  
You may pick them up from the display area after the close of the show 
at 4:00.   
 
A limited number of registrations can be done on Saturday morning 
between 7:00AM and 8:00AM for those people from out of town who 
are unable to come on Friday.  If your entry process hasn’t been 
completed by 8:00AM, your work can not be judged in the competition.  
Please make your entries on Friday if at all possible.   
 
We will work with vendors on Friday night to pick up your pre-
registered entries with tags already on them.  Just let Bonnie or CeCe 
know that you need help. 
 
Good luck in the competition!!  
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Lodging Information 
 

 

Many of the lodgings listed here offer special rates for the Gourd 
Show.  Just ask at the time you make your reservation. 

 
Distances listed are from the High School, so adjust accordingly. 

 

Taylorsville Shelbyville Louisville Other 

Eagle’s Motel  
KY Hwy 44 East 
(502)477-8226 
2 miles 

 

Best Western 
KY. Hwy. 55 South 
(502)633-4400 
14 miles 

Best Western  
I-64 @ Blankenbaker  
(502)267-8100 
19.7 miles 

 

Best Western 
Shepherdsville, KY 
1-800-528-1234 
36 miles 

Edgewater Resort 
1238 Settlers 
Trace  
(502)477-1500 

Country Hearth Inn 
KY Hwy 55 & Howard 
Dr. 
(502)633-5771 
13.7 miles 

 

Comfort Suites 
I-64 @ Blankenbaker 
(502)266-6509 
19.3 miles 

Fairfield Inn 
Shepherdsville, KY 
(502)955-5533 
31 miles 

Rolling Hills 
Campground 
KY Hwy 248 
(502) 477-6117 
 

Days Inn 
Ky. Hwy. 55 South 
(502)633-4005 
14 miles 

Holiday Inn Express 
I-64 @ Blankenbaker 
(502)240-0035 
19.4 miles 

Hampton Inn 
Bardstown, KY 
(502)349-0100 
24 miles 

Tanglewood Resort 
KY Hwy 44 East 
(502)477-2468 
2.5 miles 

 

Holiday Inn Express 
I64 & KY Hwy 53 
(502) 647-0109 
16.6 miles 

 

Microtel Inn 
I-64 @ Blankenbaker 
(502)266-6590 
19.6 miles 

Holiday Inn 
Bardstown, KY 
(502)348-9253 
27.3 miles 

Taylorsville Lake 
Campground 
 KY Hwy 248 
(502)477-8713 
2 miles 

 

Ramada Inn 
251 Breighton Cir. 
(502) 633-9933 
15.6 miles 

 

Sleep Inn 
I-64 @ Blankenbaker 
(502)266-6776 
20.5 miles  

 

Taylorsville Lake 
Resort 
KY Hwy 44 East 
(502)477-8016 
2 miles 

 Super 8 Motel / Suites 
I-64 @ Blankenbaker  
(502)267-8889 
20 miles 
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Gourd Dollars and Auction 
 

Our gourd auction has been such a success that we are repeating it.  
Earn “Gourd Dollars” by participating in Gourd Show activities.  Keep 
track of each activity and meet any deadlines and other requirements.  
Fill out your Gourd Dollars Worksheet as you participate.  Work-
sheets must be turned in at the breakfast, not before.  After breakfast, 
you will spend your “Gourd Dollars” bidding on items in an auction, 
complete with a live auctioneer.   
 

Here’s how to earn those Gourd Dollars: 
 

Vendors will earn $25 for being a vendor at the show.  The $25 is per 
vendor, not per booth. Vendors will earn a $10 bonus for mailing in 
completed registrations and fees, including competition class entry 
form, so that they are received by April 25.  (They should be 
postmarked by April 18, to allow sufficient delivery time.) 
 

Instructors will earn $20 per scheduled workshop taught.  Class rosters 
must be submitted, even if there were no attendees. 
 

Workshop attendees will earn $5 for each workshop attended.   
 

Exhibitors, including Vendors, will receive $5 for each competition 
entry placed in the show. 
 

Volunteers will receive $5 per hour spent volunteering.  This includes 
activities before the show (setting up exhibit area, assisting vendors, 
handing out packets, registrations) as well as at the show (manning the 
Kentucky Gourd Society table, the Gourd General Store, the 
Membership table, the Workshop registration table, the Information 
Desk and the Exhibit Area).  Be sure to keep a list of the hours you 
volunteer and to hand it in with your Gourd Dollars Worksheet.   
Volunteers will receive $5 bonus for signing up to volunteer by April 
25. 
 

Judges and clerks will receive $15 for judging entries and recording 
results.  
 

Auction and Door Prize Donors will receive $5 for each item donated. 
 
Attendees at the Saturday night Gourd Dinner and Sunday morning 
breakfast will receive $25 for each meal. 
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Gourd Dollars Worksheet 
 
 

Activity 
# 
Activities 

$$ per 
Activity 

Dollars 
Earned 

Being a vendor (max # is 1)  $25  

Vendor Early Registration 
Bonus-by April 25 (max # is 1) 

 $10  

Instructors – for scheduled 
workshop taught 

 $20  

Workshop attendees   $5  

Exhibitors for each competition 
entry 

 $5  

Volunteers, per hour spent 
volunteering 

 $5  

Volunteer early sign-up bonus 
– by April 25 (max # is 1) 

 $5  

Judging exhibits (max # is 1)  $15  

Clerking for judges (max # is 1)  $15  

Auction & door prize donors, 
per item donated 

 $5  

Attending Saturday night 
Dinner or Sunday Breakfast 
(max # is 2, 1 for each meal) 

 $25  

 
Name ______________________________ 
 

Total Gourd Dollars Earned 

$  
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Audubon Society Guidelines 
 

Nest Box Dimensions for Common Cavity-Nesting Birds 
 

Bird 
Floor size 
(inches) 

Height of 
Entrance 

Above Floor 
(inches) 

Diameter of 

Entrance 
(inches) 

American Kestrel 8 x 8 9-12 3 

Barn Owl 10 x 18 0-4 6 

Barred Owl 12 x 12 14 6 x 6 

Screech Owl 8 x 8 9-12 3 

Boreal Owl 6-7 x 6-7 7-15 2½  x 4½ -5 

Saw-whet Owl 6 x 6 8-10 2½  

Red-headed 
Woodpecker 

6 x 6 9 2 

Golden-fronted 

Woodpecker 

6 x 6 9 2 

Downy Woodpecker 4 x 4 7 1¼  

Hairy Woodpecker 6 x 6 9-12 1 5/8 

Northern Flicker 7x7 14-16 2½  

Great Crested 
Flycatcher 

6 x 6 6-8 1 9/16 

Ash-throated 

Flycatcher 

6 x 6 6-8 1½  

Purple Martin 6 x 6 1 2¼  

Tree Swallow 5 x 5 4-6 1½  

Violet-green 
Swallow 

5 x 5 4-6 1½  

Chickadees 4 x 4 7 1 1/8 

Titmouse 4 x 4 7 1¼  

Nuthatches 4 x 4 7 1 3/8 

Carolina Wren 4 x 4 4-6 1½  

Bewickôs Wren 4 x 4 4-6 1¼  

House Wren 4 x 4 4-6 1 ï 1¼  

Bluebirds (Eastern 
& Western) 

4 x 4 6-10 1½  

Mountain Bluebird 4 x 4 6-10 1 9/16 

Prothonotary 
Warbler 

4 x 4 4 1 3/8 

Note:  All birdhouses must have three or more drain holes in the bottom to  

prevent the drowning of chicks. 


